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OUR ECONOMIC FUTURE 

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. REHBERG. Many in this Cham-
ber think jobs come from the benevo-
lence of the Federal Government. But 
last week I visited businesses in four 
Montana towns to hear what small 
business owners who actually create 
jobs had to say. They told me the Fed-
eral Government has created a lot of 
paralyzing uncertainty. 

Small businesses like Printing for 
Less in Livingston are eager to expand 
and hire, but Federal policies hold 
them back. Andrew Field, the owner, 
cited concerns such as uncertainty 
about health care, cap-and-trade, and 
expiring tax cuts. He said, for example, 
that he needs the threat of health care 
mandates defeated. 

I’ve never met someone who would 
buy a car made by Congress. That’s be-
cause we’ve seen how Congress works. 
But after touring those small busi-
nesses and seeing firsthand the inge-
nuity of American entrepreneurs, I can 
think of no better hands in which to 
trust our economic future. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
very pleased that on Thursday we’re 
going to have this health care summit 
because I do think there’s an oppor-
tunity for us to work together on a bi-
partisan basis to achieve health care 
reform. 

I think we need to achieve three 
things. First of all, we need to lower 
prices, or at least prevent the type of 
price increases we’ve seen in insurance 
premiums. We’re hearing 20, 30 percent 
increases in many parts of the country. 

Secondly, we have to try to cover as 
many Americans as possible. There are 
at least 30, 40 million Americans that 
have no health insurance right now. 

And lastly, we have to get rid of dis-
criminatory practices where people pay 
more or can’t even get health insur-
ance because of preexisting conditions 
or because of gender differences. 

If we can accomplish the goal of all 
three of these items on a bipartisan 
basis, we can come up with a bill that 
can pass here and go to the President. 

I believe that all of us would like to 
see health care reform on both sides of 
the aisle. We just need to sit down and 
work on it and get it done this year be-
cause the American people need health 
care reform. 

f 

WHERE ARE THE JOBS? 

(Mr. LEE of New York asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. LEE of New York. For months 
now my constituents in western New 
York have been asking, Where are the 
jobs? 

It’s very simple. The only city in the 
entire country that actually saw sig-
nificant job growth is right here in 
good old Washington, D.C. The Federal 
Government is adding jobs at a rate of 
nearly 10,000 a month, the fastest pace 
since the 1960s when Medicare and Med-
icaid were created. There is definitely 
no recession going on in this city, 
while everybody else in this country is 
fighting to keep their jobs. 

Instead of providing the right kind of 
incentives to grow the private sector 
and small business, the administration 
continues to bury this country further 
into debt. 

Let’s start working together to im-
plement responsible solutions to the 
serious challenges facing our Nation. 
We have to stop this Federal takeover 
which is truly bankrupting our coun-
try. 

f 

NEW JOBS IN LOUISVILLE, 
KENTUCKY 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, we’ve 
heard one after another of our col-
leagues from the other side come today 
and ask, where are the jobs? Well, I in-
vite them all to visit my district be-
cause in Louisville, Kentucky, the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act has created hundreds and hundreds 
of jobs and will create hundreds more. 
Already, 1,800 certified jobs, doing 
things like building additions to two 
new schools, building a new facility at 
our TARC system, our bus system, a 
new maintenance facility, a new fire 
station in Louisville, paving miles and 
miles of interstate, all of these things 
are bringing people to work, creating 
jobs, not to speak of the 600 jobs in our 
school system that have been saved be-
cause of the stimulus funding. 

No, anybody who wants to see jobs 
created can come to Louisville, Ken-
tucky. And as I said, they’re not fin-
ished because, due to stimulus funding, 
General Electric’s Appliance Park is 
about to bring 400 new jobs to our com-
munity to build an energy efficient 
water heater. 

And lest anybody think these are 
jobs that are moving from one place to 
another, they’re right. They’re coming 
from China to the United States. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 
(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, at a town hall meeting in Faribault, 
Minnesota, just this past Friday night, 
a small business owner shared his frus-
trations that I am certain every Mem-
ber of Congress is hearing from their 
constituents. And certainly, we heard 
the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
REHBERG) describe the frustrations he 
heard from small business owners in 
his great State. 

Whether it’s the stimulus that failed 
to create jobs, or the job-killing na-
tional energy tax, or this massive gov-
ernment takeover of health care, small 
business owners are worried. 

My constituent said, ‘‘I’ve had small 
businesses most of my life, so I under-
stand when you would feel like hiring 
more people. Businesses want to know 
the rules, and they want a consistent 
future where they can project and plan. 

‘‘What’s going on in the White House, 
with all these different bills and health 
care, it’s a big unknown out there. 
Businesses are scared, and they have 
no idea what the future is. They don’t 
want to invest, they don’t want to hire. 
The economy’s not going to rebound if 
they badger businesses the way they 
are right now.’’ 

I say ‘‘Amen’’ to that, Mr. Speaker. 
Let’s push these job-killing bills off the 
table and get together and work in a 
bipartisan way. 

f 

WHAT ABOUT THE FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENTS? 

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, a couple 
of weeks ago President Obama came 
and he addressed the House Repub-
licans in our retreat in Baltimore, and 
I posed a question to him. And, in a 
nutshell, I asked, how about the free 
trade agreements? 

This is an opportunity where we can 
come together, both sides of the aisle, 
frankly, at a no-cost job creation ini-
tiative. And we’ve heard a lot of con-
sternation and a lot of hand-wringing 
today, and we’ve seen it on the House 
floor, where Democrats are very, very 
concerned about a debt that they’ve in-
herited, they claim. Republicans have 
pointed out the national debt has tri-
pled under their watch. 

And yet here is an opportunity to put 
together and to advance legislation 
that will open markets overseas in 
Panama, in Colombia, and in South 
Korea. 

And in a moment of candor, Presi-
dent Obama acknowledged that the 
lion’s share of the problem was on his 
side of the aisle, that in fact it was pol-
itics in the Democratic Caucus that 
was preventing that from coming to 
the floor. 

And I think, Mr. Speaker, this is an 
opportunity for us to transcend those 
problems and do a no-cost job creator, 
and that is pass these free trade agree-
ments. 

f 

RECENT EVENTS 
(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to join all my colleagues in calling for 
jobs legislation that will get our people 
back to work and asking for a health 
care reform bill that will be affordable 
and accessible to all Americans. 
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